
                                                                                                                     

 

Intention to dispose of drill core 
 
To whom it may concern. 
 
The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) maintains an extensive collection of drill core at its storage facility in 
Sandyford.  The collection has been assembled over many years and consists primarily of core drilled by GSI and 
core from industry, particularly the mineral exploration and mining. All mineral exploration companies are 
obliged to offer their core to the Exploration and Mining Division prior to disposal.  This drill core is a significant 
asset not only for GSI in carrying out its mandate but also serves as a valuable source for many sectors including 
academia, the minerals sector and the geotechnical sector. 
 
The core store facility has exceeded its planned capacity and in order for GSI to continue to provide this service 
we have found it necessary to review our core holdings with a view to disposing of some core. This will allow 
room for newly drilled core by GSI and new offerings from third parties.  GSI contracted SLR Consulting and Dr. 
Michael Philcox to review the core holdings in Sandyford and to recommend core for disposal.  GSI has 
considered their report and are now moving to implement the findings. The core to be disposed of consists of 
holes identified as duplicates and are separated into geographical clusters. The details are appended to this 
letter. 
 
The GSI wishes to give any competent interested party the opportunity to voluntarily take any of the candidate 
holes for disposal and keep them at its own storage facility.  The offer to take into care any of the candidate drill 
holes will remain open until 1st August 2019.  Any competent interested party should contact GSI 
(gsi.corestore@gsi.ie) before this date and be prepared to collect the drill core at a mutually acceptable time.  
After the 1st August 2019, GSI will dispose of any drill core listed above not removed by a third party. 
 
GSI, at its own discretion, will record any of the drill core that it deems suitable for recording using a 
hyperspectral core scanner.  Any such records will be made available on the GSI’s website at a time at GSI’s 
deciding in the future. 
 
GSI will be carrying out further assessments of its drill core holdings with a view to disposing of drill core, in 
order to make space available for newly acquired drill core, and further offers of drill core like this one will be 
issued before any disposal.  GSI will consult with stakeholders to a reasonable extent in order to ensure that 
essential and strategic drill core is retained. 
 
This letter is being sent to you as an interested stakeholder.  It is also being sent to other stakeholders (third 
level institutions, the minerals industry and consultancies).  It is also being placed on the GSI website.  If you 
believe that there are others that should receive it please feel free to share it with those parties and please 
inform GSI so that we can ensure that they are included in future communications on this important topic. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Eoin McGrath    
Head of Minerals 
 
T:  +353 (0)1 678 2863 
E: eoin.mcgrath@gsi.ie 
  



                                                                                                                     

 

Edenderry Cluster 
 

Borehole Part to Dispose of Log location 

NC-2 10-480ft EMD held reports 

NC-4 20-290ft EMD held reports 

NC-1 All EMD held reports 

NC-6 (NC-6B)* All EMD held reports 

NC-7 (NC-7B) All EMD held reports 

NC-8 (NC-83-8) All EMD held reports 

BK-1 All OF-107-1-3 
 
Gortdrum Cluster 
 

Borehole Part to Dispose of Log location 

E-100 Alternate boxes OF-305-2-48 

E-46 Alternate boxes OF-300-1-25 

E-49 All OF-300-1-28 

E-121 All OF-308-5-21 
 
Tynagh Cluster 
 

Borehole Part to Dispose of Log location 

T-418 250-368ft EMD held reports 

T-458 790-913ft EMD held reports 

T-459 5-140ft OF-447-1-6 

T-479 1100-1242 OF-448-8-2 

AQ-8 Alternate boxes EMD held reports 

AQ-14 Alternate boxes OF-446-10-3 

AQ-17 8-820ft OF-447-5-4 

AR-3 200-446 OF-446-5-8 

032-4 Alternate boxes from 200ft OF-438-8-2 

006-7 200-340ft OF-438-6-3 

T-149 All OF-435-5-1 

T-178 All OF-435-5-1 

T-463 All OF-447-1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                     

 

Lough Ree Cluster 
 

Borehole Part to Dispose of Log location 

BD/TC-1 Alternate boxes OF-488-2-7 

BD/TC-2 184-300ft OF-488-3-13 

BD-LH-1 Alternate boxes OF-488-3-14 

1043-12 All OF-683-7-7 

1043-14 All OF-490-1-11 
 
Sion Hill Cluster 
 

Borehole Part to Dispose of Log location 

SH-04 300-763ft OF-467-1-11 

SH-41 All OF-469-1-16 

SH-43 All OF-469-3-7 

SH-46 All OF-469-3-13 

SH-91-1 All OF-663-4-3 

SH-91-2 All OF-633-4-4 

SH-91-3 All OF-663-5-3 

SH-91-4 All OF-663-5-4 

SH-91-5 All OF-633-5-5 
 
North Dublin Cluster 
 

Borehole Part to Dispose of Log location 

BF-254 255-1367ft OF-512-5-22 

1437/73 73-999ft OF-513-3-16 

1437/76 20-886ft OF-513-3-19 

CK-1 655-1460ft OF-85-3-1 

CK-3 (CK-81-3) All OF-85-3-2 

CK-5 (CK-81-5) All OF-85-3-4 

CK-7 (CK-81-7) All OF-85-3-5 
 
Moate Cluster 
 

Borehole Part to Dispose of Log location 

DM-70 Alternate boxes OF-743-2-19 

DM-69 All OF-743-2-18 

DM-72 All OF-743-2-20 
 

 


