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The Burren Geopark Project:
working towards UNESCO Geopark
status

Dr Maria McNamara, Geopark Geologist
(mmcnamara@burren.ie )
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The Burren Geopark Project

Burren Life
Burren IFA
Burrenbeo Trust
Cliffs of Moher Centre
North Clare Area Network
National Monuments Service
Burren Connect Advisory Group
Burren Ecotourism Working Group

National Parks and Wildlife Service
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The Burren Geopark Project

Benefits for the Burren

(1) Local adults and children — education and training
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The Burren Geopark Project

Benefits for the Burren

(2) Visitors — management and education
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The Burren Geopark Project

Benefits for the Burren

(3) Local economy — year round tourism, extended visitor stay
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The Burren Geopark Project

Benefits for the Burren

(4) Image - scientific research, positive media coverage, international
funding
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Existing educational/information
facilities

e 11 Visitor & Information
Centres
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Existing educational/information
facilities

e 9O Information Points
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Existing educational/information
facilities

2 Educational Centres
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Existing educational/information
facilities

e 2 Research Centres
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Existing educational/information
facilities

e 14 National Schools
« 3 Secondary Schools
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Existing educational/information
facilities

e Burren National Park
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Existing educational/information
facilities

* A network of walking trails
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What's been done so far?

* Previous Geopark application
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What's been done so far?

e Feasibility study for farmer-led
trails
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What's been done so far?

* Geological map of the Burren
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What's been done so far?

e Public information meeting
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What's been done so far?

« Training CD for local tourism
providers
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What's been done so far?

* Introductory meetings with all
stakeholders
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What's been done so far?

 Represented the Burren
Geopark project at meetings
with local groups




Geoparks Forum Ireland 2008: Burren-Cliffs of Moher aspirant Geopark

What's been done so far?

e Liaised with 2 visiting
university groups
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What's been done so far?

3 articles in local media
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What's been done so far?

e [nterview with RTE for Eco-l
programme
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What's been done so far?

« The NEED project — Northern
Environmental Education
Development
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What's been done so far?

 Website development
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What next?

November — December

e Series of 9 parish-based
Information meetings
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What next?

November — December

« Comprehensive review of
geo(morpho)logical literature
on the Burren-Cliffs of Moher
region
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What next?

November — December

o Selection of Geopark sites
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What next?

November — December

* Informal talks with primary and
secondary school students
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What next?

November — December

e Training programme for
rangers at the Cliffs of Moher
centre
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What next?

January — April

 Development of geotrails
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What next?

January — April

e Development of geoscience
education program for schools
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What next?

January — April

e Column in local newspaper
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What next?

January — April

e Adult education — beginner’s
course in geology and Burren
landscape
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What next?

January — April

e Guided walks'n’talks
programme
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Challenges

90% privately owned

Limited local infrastructure

Lack of investment in National Park

Proposed World Heritage Site Status

Local attitudes towards tourism

Unbalanced distribution of visitors
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