Kerry Geopark Presen
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Why a Geopark?

1) 2002: Dan Downing concept of Natural History for tourists
2) Willy Warren, GSI “You are describing a Geopark”

3) Unique Selling Point: Community owned Geopark

4) Guy Martini “I have never before seen such community
support and involvement in a Geopark.”
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Kerry Geopark:

built on 6 key criteria

Geology
Philosophy

Sustainable
Development

Training
Walks & Activities
Education
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Geology

Geology as the backbone
or glue that holds
everything together

* Presentation by Michael
Smith for KGL



Philosophy of Kerry Geopark

Delivering adventure to
visitors

Unigue experience of a
unique place

Mosaic of Geo-communities &5
Cooperation not competition =
Developing & Imparting i
Knowledge of area
Visitors interact with locals
Community-owned

Skelligs: World Heritage Site



Sustainable Development

We use UNESCO
definition

“a better place for next
generation”
Conservation

Environmental
management

Community as guardians



GeoHosting Training 2006-07

Monastic Cell

GeoHosting course

85 people, 21 hours per
week, over 5 months

Delivered in Sheem &
Cahersiveen

Funded by SKDP,
Leader+



Training Benefits

Locals understand Geopark
Ethos & Criteria

Cohesion: Working as a
region

United in common goal that
Geopark benefits all sectors

Putting theory into practise:
A Living Geopark
Innovation - new products

Geopark Cosmetics



Walks &
Activities

4 loop walks developed
for Sneem

Farmers provide access

Farmers assisting in
maintenance

FAS manpower
Failte Ireland funding



Geopark Walks

 Sneem Guided Walk
every Sunday 11.00am

e Cahersiveen Guided
Walk every Sunday
10.00 am

o (GeoFest- 2 walking
festivals annually



Education:Learning Experiences

for Local People
Archaelogy Cert/UCC

Many GeoHosts
Involved

Geology ‘Mindset’

Geopark display created
by local people

Geopark Stories

School children -
projects & research

Young Scientist Exhibition ‘07



Education for Visitors

Guided walks

Geology Drive Through
Special interest activities
Talks

well-trained locals

DVD - lessons on iPod
Geopark Exhibition



Education - 3rd Level

Understanding need
for research
Facilitating
researchers

Geopark Networks:
who can help?

Making a data base -
gathering expertise

Astro-Archaeology



A Living Geopark: Evidence

Children - 750 signatures

Farmers: bringing attn. to
previously unrecorded
archaeology

Food producers buy into
‘clean environment label’

GeoHosts: delivering
“memorable experiences”



A Living Geopark: Evidence

Farmers giving access
to land and helping
create better routes

Networking: exchange
of ideas via email

Geo-Arts & Crafts
Sandstone Soap, Mugs,
Headstones

Geopark recipies



A more inclusive Geopark:
Bringing in the Agencies

Goal for 2007 - 08
More Stakeholders

RemainCommunity-
pased

nclusive of local and
national agencies

Added expertise, funds
& wider power-base




Awards & Recognition

e 2007 Kerry County
Council Community &
Voluntary Awards

* Heritage & Environment
e Overall Award



Pride Of Place 2007

e Kerry
Geopark won
All Ireland
Award In
Heritage &
Environment
Category

Judges learn to carve stone



Tourism Award 2007

e Finalist Fallte
Ireland’s “Best
Emerging Rural
Destination”

Judging



