
 

KILDARE - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT  
 

NAME OF SITE    Louisa Bridge Warm Spring 
Other names used for site  Louisa Bridge Spa 
TOWNLAND(S) Leixlip 
NEAREST TOWN   Leixlip 
SIX INCH MAP NUMBER  11 
NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 299470 2367500 = N9947 3675 
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 50           1/2 inch Sheet No. 16   
 

Outline Site Description  
A warm spring formerly used as a spa. 
 

Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type 
The spring is presumably derived from Carboniferous Limestone bedrock at depth. 
 

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest 
Louisa Bridge warm spring is located close to the Royal Canal and was uncovered during canal 
construction in 1794. By the end of the 18th century the site had been developed as a spa but by the 
late 19th century the site was failing to attract visitors and fell into disrepair. Development of this 
spring as a spa involved the construction of a elongated oval stone well chamber with a series of steps 
descending towards the centre and this structure remains relatively intact today. The chamber is 
approximately 0.7 m deep at the centre and is fed from a single point inflow towards one end. The 
substratum in the chamber was primarily highly organic sulphurous black mud. Water levels in the 
chamber fluctuate during the year, however the surface area remained relatively constant, measuring 
approximately 50 m2. Heavy pollution has been a problem at this site and domestic refuse dumping 
and general neglect, which has resulted in severe degradation in both water and general ecological 
quality. 
 

Site Importance 
As part of the Louisa Bridge spring complex and spa it is certainly worthy of CGS status. 
 

Management/promotion issues 
The site has been significantly cleared up after major abuse when used as a halting site, including cars 
reportedly dumped into the structure. However, it is still subject to abuse by local residents using it as 
a drinking place and throwing their rubbish in. Some local boys present at time of visit reported that 
the rubbish present was thrown there since it was cleaned out a few weeks previously. On the 
assumption that it is on Kildare County Council land, it is clearly an ongoing problem to maintain the 
site in a reasonable state. Alternatively if it is a local group clearing it up, CGS recognition and 
Council support may be effective in keeping the site clean.                                   

   



 

 
 



 

KILDARE - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT  
 

NAME OF SITE    St. Bridget’s Well - Japanese Gardens   
Other names used for site 
TOWNLAND(S) Kildare 
NEAREST TOWN   Kildare 
SIX INCH MAP NUMBER  22 
NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 273500 211000 = N 735 110 
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 55           1/2 inch Sheet No. 16   
 

Outline Site Description  
Spring supplying Japanese Gardens. 
 

Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type 
N/A 
 

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest 
This site is located beside the car park of the Japanese Gardens 1km south of Kildare Town. The 
spring is contained within a semi-circular stone chamber constructed in 1953. Two steps lead down 
into the well, which is approximately 1.5m in diameter. An overflow channel leads into a small stream 
across the road 20m away. The mean water depth is approximately 0.5m and the substratum is 
composed of a thick layer of black organic mud. Green algae can be observed in parts of the well 
and is abundant along the overflow channel. 
 

Site Importance 
This site is simply a good example of a spring in a publicly accessible place, and is of County 
Geological Site status, but not of national importance. A further, nearby spring is also called St. 
Bridget’s Well. 
 

Management/promotion issues 
The site has been maintained and looked after as a Holy Well. Access is though the gardens car park or 

from the main road.  

 

     

 
 
 
 

Left: St. Bridget’s Well 
Right: Overflow channel 



 

 

 



 

 
KILDARE - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT  

 

NAME OF SITE    St. Patrick’s Well 1   
Other names used for site 
TOWNLAND(S) Barretstown 
NEAREST TOWN   Naas 
SIX INCH MAP NUMBER  18 
NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 282920 219200 = N 8292 1920 
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 55           1/2 inch Sheet No. 16   
 

Outline Site Description  
A warm spring 
 

Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type 
N/A 
 

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest 
This warm spring 5km west of Naas is almost completely covered by a holy well chamber, which was 
originally built in 1938 and later restored in 2004. Only one side of this chamber is open, allowing 
access to the warm spring. The depth of the water within this well is about 1m. The spring has a 
constant flow of water, which overflows into a drainage channel. This channel runs into the River 
Liffey approximately 40m southeast from this location. The substratum is composed of a thick 
layer of black organic mud littered with leaves and coins. Along the walls of the chamber 
deposits of calcite can be observed.   
 

Site Importance 
Although not one of the warmest, this spring is an important example of the warm spring province of 
the Kildare-Meath border area in north west Leinster, and deserves CGS status for that reason. 
 

Management/promotion issues 
St. Patrick’s well is located within a graveyard and visitors are welcome to the site. Restoration work 
has been done on the spring recently and the chamber around the spring appears to be well maintained. 
                                  

                   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Left: St. Patrick’s Well 
Middle: Chamber covering well 
Right: Drainage channel flowing into the Liffey 



 

 



 

KILDARE - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT  
 

NAME OF SITE    St. Patrick’s Well No 2 
Other names used for site   
TOWNLAND(S) Ardrass Upper 
NEAREST TOWN   Celbridge 
SIX INCH MAP NUMBER  10 
NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 294300 231700 = N943 317 
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 50           1/2 inch Sheet No. 16   
 

Outline Site Description  
A warm spring 
 

Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type 
The spring water presumably derives its warmth from Carboniferous Limestone bedrock at depth via a 
fault, rather than being from a shallow aquifer, as the hill behind the spring is small. 
 

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest 
This site is located at the base of St. Patrick's Hill in Ardrass Lower, approximately 5 km southwest of 
Celbridge town. The spring is contained in a circular stone chamber, which is half covered with a large 
stone plinth. The sunken well chamber is approximately 1.5 m in diameter and the site is surrounded 
with a heavy growth of ditch and scrub vegetation. Canopy cover is substantial. The mean water depth 
was approximately 1 m and the substratum was composed of a thick layer of black organic mud and 
decomposing leaf material. There is another known hot spring, which was not found but is believed to 
be located on the opposite side of St. Patrick’s Hill although some confusion may have occurred in 
numbering of St Patrick’s Wells previous reports. This well is just in Ardrass Upper, but maybe named 
as in Ardrass Lower in some reports. 
 

Site Importance 
This spring is an important example of the warm spring province of the Kildare-Meath border area in 
north west Leinster, and deserves CGS status for that reason. 
 

Management/promotion issues 
The site has been maintained and looked after as a Holy Well and reportedly as a drinking water 
source for local users. It is in good condition. It is on a busy, bendy narrow road with the only parking 
in a farm gateway opposite.  
 
                                   

 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

KILDARE - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT  
 

NAME OF SITE   St. Peter’s Well    
Other names used for site 
TOWNLAND(S) Dunmurraghill 
NEAREST TOWN   Prosperous 
SIX INCH MAP NUMBER  9 
NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 281710 233140 = N 8171 3314 
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 49           1/2 inch Sheet No. 16   
 

Outline Site Description  
Warm spring 
 

Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type 
N/A 
 

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest 
This site is located at the base of St. Peter’s Hill in Dunmurraghill, approximately 6km north of 
Prosperous town. This warm spring is found in what appears to be a collapsed well chamber, which 
has only one, rather non-intact side remaining. Water from the spring flows into the surrounding field 
from the open side of the well. This may once have been an overflow channel but there is not enough 
evidence to verify this. The water depth is approximately 0.2 - 0.5m and the substratum is composed 
of a thick layer of black organic mud and decomposing plant material. To the east of this site on the far 
slopes of St. Peter’s Hill there is an sand and gravel quarry, which exposes the glacial till that covers 
this area.  
 

Site Importance 
Aldwell and Burdon (1986) record a maximum temperature of 12.4° in 1982, making it a relatively 
low temperature warm spring. It is also in poor condition. Despite this it should be considered as a 
County Geological Site in Kildare, as a part of the warm spring province. 
 

Management/promotion issues 
St. Peter’s Well is located within a privately owned field (owner unknown – seems to be local 
confusion regarding ownership). The entrance to the field has a small sign saying St. Peter’s 
Well, which suggests visitors to this site are not uncommon. Access is along a small winding 
road with a few houses nearby where parking is possible. This site is badly maintained and 
would need some degree of renovation if it were to be promoted. Not suitable for general 
promotion without permission from the landowner and appropriate arrangements organised.  

 

    
 
 
 

Left: St. Peter’s Well. 
Right: Sand and gravel quarry adjacent to well 



 

 



 

KILDARE - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT  
 

NAME OF SITE    Rathcore Spring   
Other names used for site 
TOWNLAND(S) Herbertstown 
NEAREST TOWN   Newbridge (An Droichead Nua)  
SIX INCH MAP NUMBER  23 
NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 284300 213800 = E 843 138 
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 55           1/2 inch Sheet No. 16   
 

Outline Site Description  
A spring that feeds the part of the Grand Canal known as the Naas and Corbally Branch. 
 

Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type 
N/A 
 

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest 
This spring is situated approximately 3.5km east of Newbridge town at the terminus of the Naas and 
Corbally Branch of the Grand Canal. The source of the spring cannot be seen due to high levels of 
vegetation but the constant flow of water from this spring can be heard from the banks of the canal.  

 

Site Importance 
A significant spring site worthy of CGS status in the context of Kildare. 
 

Management/promotion issues 
This land is owned by CIE. Access is through two large locked gates. This is an aesthetically pleasing 
site with ruined harbour buildings along the east bank of the canal. The area around the canal and 
spring appears to be reasonably managed with no dumping observed. This site is also the beginning of 
a canal walkway, which extends as far as Naas town to the northeast.  
 

 
   

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Above: Panorama view 
of the terminus of the 
Naas and Corbally 
Branch of the Grand 
Canal with ruined 
harbour buildings in the 
background. 
Left: Looking down the 
banks of the canal 
towards the location of 
Rathcore Spring.  



 

 


