Request for Proposal to Provide Economic Study
Title:
An economic study of the impact of the Geoscience sector in Ireland.

Location:
Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources


Geological Survey of Ireland


Beggars Bush


Haddington Road


Ballsbridge


Dublin 4.

Contract:
The work will be carried out over Before mid November 2007 

1. Invitation to Submit a proposal for the Provision of an economic study of the impact of the Geoscience sector in Ireland 
1.1. Outline.

GSI, a division of the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, issues this Call for Proposals in order to investigate the economic impact of the geoscience sector in Ireland. The background to this study, as well as some preliminary information, is contained in Putting our knowledge of the Earth to work for Ireland: National Geoscience Programme (2007–2013), available at www.gsi.ie (which also contains information on the role and services of GSI).

1.2. Query Handling

Any queries concerning this document should be addressed to:



Ms Mary Carter

Geological Survey of Ireland,

Beggars Bush,

Haddington Rd.,

Dublin 4,

Ireland.

Telephone:
+353-1-678 2802 (direct line)

Fax:

+353-1-678 2559

e-mail:

marycarter@gsi.ie
1.3. Closing Date for Receipt of Proposals

The closing date for receipt of Proposals is:

12.00 noon on Friday 31st August 2007 

It is the responsibility of the proposer to ensure the proposal is received on time and late proposals (on either medium) will not be opened. 

1.4. Address for Proposals

The Proposal should be enclosed in a sealed envelope, marked "Proposal for Geoscience sector consultancy " and addressed to:

Mary Carter

Geological Survey of Ireland

Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources

Beggars Bush

Haddington Road

Dublin 4.

Or

By email to : 

1.5. Language of Proposal
The proposal must be completed in the English language.

1.6. Financial Arrangements
Payment for all services will be on foot of appropriate invoices.  Invoicing arrangements will be agreed with the successful consultant, following the award of the contract

2. Introduction and Background 
2.1. GSI, a division of the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, issues this Call for Proposals in order to investigate the economic impact of the geoscience sector in Ireland. The background to this study, as well as some preliminary information, is contained in Putting our knowledge of the Earth to work for Ireland: National Geoscience Programme (2007–2013), available at www.gsi.ie (which also contains information on the role and services of GSI)

2.2. Using available sources of information and interviews with key personnel, to:-

· Determine the value to the economy of selected industries

· offshore gas (Marathon, Shell)

· zinc – lead ores (Boliden Tara, Galmoy, Lisheen)

· aggregates (Irish Concrete Federation)

· construction materials (Irish Concrete Federation)

· peat (Bord na Mona)

· characterise the value (direct and leveraged) to the economy of sectoral research.

· Environment, groundwater, carbon storage

· Infrastructure and construction

· Resources

· Energy, hydrocarbons exploration, renewables

· Marine, geoscience research.

· characterise the value to the economy of sectoral services (both public and private sectors)

· Environment, groundwater, carbon storage

· Energy, hydrocarbons exploration, renewables

· Infrastructure and construction

· Resources, mineral exploration

· Quantify the nature and level of education and training services.

· Compare the geoscience contribution with (a) that of other sectors in Ireland and (b) that of geoscience sectors in other European and North American countries.

As far as possible, information should be provided separately for Ireland and Northern Ireland.

.

3.
Evaluation of Proposals and Award Criteria
The following process will be applied in evaluating the proposals and in awarding a contract:
All Proposals will be examined to determine if they qualify for further evaluation.  A Proposal determined to qualify for further evaluation will be termed a Qualifying Proposal.  Qualification Criteria are given in Section 3.1.  All Qualifying Proposals will be assumed to be capable of carrying out the services requested in these documents.

Qualifying Proposals will be further evaluated according to the Award Criteria given in Section 3.3.

The Qualifying Proposal that best meets the Award Criteria will be invited to enter into discussions with a view to being awarded a contract to provide the services requested in these documents.

3.1.
Qualification Criteria
Proposals will be initially evaluated by reference to the following qualification criteria.  Essential
· Company’s proven experience in sectoral economic analysis
· Qualifications, experience and availability of the employee who will be assigned to carry out the proposed work
· Ability to deliver the report by the mid-November 2007 deadline
Desirable:

· Familiarity with, and ready access to, sectoral economic information
3.2   Key Competencies & Skills

The key competencies and skills required for the contract are:

professional competence, demonstrated commitment to quality results, ability to meet tight deadlines.
3.3
Award Criteria

A contract will be awarded from the Qualifying Proposals on the basis of:

The Most Economically Advantageous Proposal

A scoring approach will be adopted in determining the Most Economically Advantageous Proposal.  The following Award Criteria, with the maximum scores provided in brackets, will be applied to determine which Proposal is the most economically advantageous:

· The most economically advantageous proposal based on cost and value for money. (30 marks)

· The expertise and experience in sectoral economic analysis of the company, organisation or individual offering the proposal. (20 marks)

· The expertise and experience in sectoral economic analysis of the actual individual(s) assigned to the task. (20 Marks)

· The familiarity with, and ready access to, relevant sectoral information. (15 Marks)

· The capacity to commence the assignment by mid-September and complete it by mid-November. (15 Marks)

The Proposal that is deemed to be The Most Economically Advantageous will be invited to enter into discussions with a view to being awarded a contract to provide the services requested in these documents.
4.
Required Information
You are required to provide the following information in the format indicated below.  Failure to do so may result in your Proposal not being considered.

4.1 Personal Information

You are required to provide the following:

· Name

· Address

· Telephone number

· Fax number (if any)

· E-mail address and

· Website address (if any)

of the person submitting the Proposal and who will carry out the work for the services requested in these documents.

4.3 Other information

You are required to provide:
· The information requested in Section 3.2 of this document to enable the Project Manager to assess your proposal.

· Confirmation of acceptance by the Consultant of the Conditions described in Section 5 of this Request for a Proposal.

· Confirmation of your availability for the stated timeframe for this project.

5.
Conditions

These following conditions will apply to all Proposals:
1. Information provided by Consultant will be treated as contractually binding.  However, the Project Sponsors reserve the right to seek clarification or verification of any such information.

2. Before a contract is awarded the successful Consultant will be required to produce a copy of their Tax Clearance Certificate.

3. All payments made to the Consultant will be liable to the deduction of with-holding tax.  The current rate is the standard rate of income tax - 20%.

4. The GSI will not be liable in respect of any costs incurred by proposers in the preparation of Proposals or any associated work effort.

5. Proposals which are delivered late will not be considered.  All Proposals must be delivered to the above address not later than 12.00 noon on Friday 31st August, 2007

6. Evidence of Public Liability and Employer Liability Insurance for the Consultant will be required before a Contract is awarded.

7. Any conflicts of interest involving a Consultant must be fully disclosed to the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, particularly where there is a conflict of interest in relation to any recommendations or proposals put forward by the Consultant.

8. Any registerable interest involving the Consultant and the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, members of the Government, members of the Oireachtas or employees of the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources or their relatives must be fully disclosed in the response to this Request for a Proposal or should be communicated to the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources immediately upon such information becoming known to the Consultant, in the event of this information only coming to their notice after the submission of a bid and prior to the award of the contract.  The terms 'registerable interest' and 'relative' shall be interpreted as per section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Act, 1994.

9. A statement from the Consultant that none of the excluding circumstances (a), (b), (c), (e) and (f) listed in Paragraph 1 of Article 20 of EU Council Directive 93/36/EEC (co-ordinating procedures for the award of public supply contracts) applies to them (listed in Appendix A to this Document).

APPENDIX A

Extract from Article 20, Paragraph 1 of EU Council Directive 93/36/EEC

of 14th June 1993

co-ordinating procedures for the award of public supply contracts:

1.
Any supplier may be excluded from participation in the contract who:


(a)
is bankrupt or is being wound up, whose affairs are being administered by the court, who has entered into an arrangement with creditors, who has suspended business activities or who is any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations;


(b)
is the subject of proceedings for a declaration of bankruptcy, for an order for compulsory winding up or administration by the court or for an arrangement with creditors or of any other similar proceedings under national laws and regulations;


(c)
has been convicted of an offence concerning his professional conduct by a judgement which has the force of res judicata;


(d)
has been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which the contracting authorities can justify;


(e)
has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which he is established or with those of the country of the contracting authority;


(f)
has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which he is established or those of the country of the contracting authority;


(g)
is guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the information required under this Chapter.
It is the responsibility of the proposer to ensure the proposal is received on time and late proposals (on either medium) will not be opened. 
GSI does not undertake to accept the lowest cost, or any, proposal.
