KILKENNY - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT

NAME OF SITE Granny Quarry

Other names used for site

IGH THEME: IGH8 (Lower Carboniferous)
TOWNLAND(S) Granny

NEAREST TOWN Waterford

SIX INCH MAP NUMBER 43

NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 257770 114940 = S 5777 1494
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 76 1/2 inch Sheet No. 19

Outline Site Description
A disused quarry.

Geological System/Ageand Primary Rock Type
Lower Carboniferous limestone and shale of the Ballymartin and BallyEenations.

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest

This disused quarry in the townland of Granny shows good sectibrisower Carboniferous
fossiliferous limestone and shale similar to the Hook Headsrémknd in Wexford along the south
coast. Karst weathering features can be observed in localisecheread this site.

Site Importance
This site exposes Lower Carboniferous rocks that would not ageeride seen in this area and
therefore this site is proposed as a County Geological Site.

Management/promotion issues

Access to the quarry is through a locked gate along the N24. Teaieadjacent to the site is a
temporary quarry excavated by Ascon. It is being used for thecgatraof fill material for the new
Waterford bypass. Although close to the old quarry faces, the newatixres have not yet affected
them. If they do extend and affect the Granny Quarry it would phplvabult in new or additional
rock faces, and fresh exposures. This site is not suitablgefugral promotion unless appropriate
arrangements have been made with the owner.

Left: Karst weathering features seen on an explisestone section.
Right: Easily observed sections of Lower Carbowoifisrrocks within Granny Quarry.




Granny Quarry




KILKENNY - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT

NAME OF SITE Coolbaun Hill

Other names used for site Ormonde Brick Materials Quarry

IGH THEME: IGH 9 (Upper Carboniferous and Permian)
TOWNLAND(S) Coolbaun

NEAREST TOWN Castlecomer

SIX INCH MAP NUMBER 6

NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 257063 174932 =S 57 74

1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 61 1/2 inch Sheet No. 19

Outline Site Description
A working open cast quarry.

Geological System/Ageand Primary Rock Type
Upper Carboniferous (Westphalian) shale with occasional anthreg#icof the Coolbaun Formation.

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest

The open cast quarry at Coolbaun Hill, 5km north east of Cast&cdasna good example of well
exposed Upper Carboniferous shale of the Coolbaun Formation. Witkisttaie are less obvious
units of anthracitic coal (a high grade fossil fuel), remnahis past when this area was extensively
mined for coal resources. Observed throughout the shale are numeroieh nodules, which can be
easily dislodged. These nodules are noticeably heavier thamurtoeirsding shale due to their high
iron content.

Site Importance

This site displays good sections of Upper Carboniferous rogkoW the presence of the quarry this
shale formation would be hidden from sight. As well as the geplibgyexistence of an old mine
shaft, which was exposed when it was cut into by past quareyicavations, gives us a glimpse into
the coal mining heritage of the Castlecomer area and @nreended for County Geological Site
status.

Management/promotion issues

Although a relatively quiet working quarry with little heavy ahiery, this is a potentially hazardous
environment. It is therefore not suitable for general promotidhowt proper arrangements being
made with the owners, Ormonde Brick, based in Castlecomer. The fpearthat is exposed on the
north eastern part of the site is the most significant@disptays all of the features described here. It is
therefore recommended that this section should be left accessibighvehguarry eventually closes.

Left: Exposed mine shaft along part of the quaagef probably from a bell pit, an early form of min
Middle: Quarry face showing good sections of Upparboniferous shale of the Coolbaun Formation.
Right: Iron rich nodule, found extensively in tisisale formation, note its smooth edges and rouagpdarance.




Coolbaun Hill




KILKENNY - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT

NAME OF SITE Piltown

Other names used for site

IGH THEME: IGH 12 (Mesozoic)

TOWNLAND(S) Brenar, Jamestown

NEAREST TOWN Piltown

SIX INCH MAP NUMBER 39

NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 245500 124806 S 455 248,

1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 75 1/2 inch Sheet No. 18

Outline Site Description
Borehole locations and a disused quarry.

Geological System/Ageand Primary Rock Type
Late Jurassic to early Cretaceous clays and Lower Carbonifemmstdine.

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest

Situated about 3km north of Piltown, this site represents three borentkxs by Pasminco Australia
Ltd in 1993. The core recovered from these locations produced some yelloawenddys within the
Late Carboniferous karstic limestones. According to K.T. Haggd. (2000) analysis of floral and
faunal material within the clay suggested that they were Latesicata Early Cretaceous in age. This
suggests that there was an active karst system prior to 145 millionago, with a karstic or
collapsed depression at Piltown that later filled with Jurassici&ets sediments. A disused quarry
at the Sweep crossroads displays well exposed faces of Late Carhmiii@estone, as in the
boreholes encountered in 1993. Remnant karst features and faunal fossils canvss abshis
quarry.

Site Importance

Although effectively inaccessible, the main interest in thésis of considerable scientific importance.
The Geological Survey would like to observe any future exaavaite investigation works that are to
be carried out in this area. Therefore the boundary for tleisoglly represents a scientific catchment
area for the three boreholes. The disused quarry to the wibst sife is a good indication of the local
limestone geology. Potentially this site isiofernational importance due to the significance of the
data retrieved from the three boreholes, with its evidencterdstrial rather than marine rocks. It is
proposed as a CGS here, but may later be proposed for NHA designation.

Management/promotion issues

Due to the hidden nature of this site there are no major managesserg and for the same reasons it
is not practical for general promotion. Kilkenny Council should ad@&d if any development
proposals are made which include deep excavations or ground intiestifag. boreholes). The
disused quarry is owned by Kilkenny County Council and appears to kaexpas a storage yard, but
could be used for local educational visits in consultation with Kilkenny Counipcl.

Left: A well exposed face of Late Carboniferousdstone, displaying an abundance of faunal fossilsogcasional
karst features. Owned by Kilkenny County Counds tuarry is now used as a storage yard.
Right: Crinoid fossils found in the quarry.




Piltown




KILKENNY - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT

NAME OF SITE Clogh River

Other names used for site

IGH THEME: IGH 14 (Fluvial and Lacustrine Geomorphology)
TOWNLAND(S) Swan

NEAREST TOWN Clogh

SIX INCH MAP NUMBER 34

NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 256300 181000 = S 563 810

1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 61 1/2 inch Sheet No. 19

Outline Site Description
A section of the Clogh River over a distance of 2.5km.

Geological System/Ageand Primary Rock Type
Recent geomorphological landforms.

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest

Just south of Swan, a series of dry braided river channel®amnd along the tightly meandering
Clogh River. These channels are thought to have been posdibgnaoed by the introduction of
sediment from mining waste to the Clogh River in the past.

Site Importance
These channels are a fine example of fluvial geomorphology withinadl area and are included as a
County Geological Site. They have educational value for teaching.

Management/promotion issues

This site lies on the border between Laois and Kilkenny laegttore any promotion issues should be
addressed by both county councils, in consultation with the landownecs. dfithe grassland around
the Clogh River is used for grazing and is in private ownershipicPadidess is therefore not suitable
and this site is not recommended for general public promotion. Egaghlguite subtle, the features
observed at Swan could be used as good teaching examples anddhaigfsite may be utilised for
academic purposes, with permission from the landowners.

Left: A number of small, dry bankforms adjacenthte much larger channel of the Clogh River.
Right: A good example of a meander observed albegrain channel of the Clogh River.




Clogh River




KILKENNY - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT

NAME OF SITE Ahenny

Other names used for site Ormonde (+ Victoria) Slate Quarries
IGH THEME: IGH 15 (Economic Geology)
TOWNLAND(S) Inchanaglogh, Baunreagh

NEAREST TOWN Ahenny

SIX INCH MAP NUMBER 34 (Kilkenny); 72 (Tipperary)
NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 241090 130860 = S 4109 3086
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 67 1/2 inch Sheet No. 18

Outline Site Description
Disused quarries and associated workings.

Geological System/Ageand Primary Rock Type
Silurian grey and blue slate of the Ahenny Formation.

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest

The disused quarries expose the grey and blue slates oh&émmyFormation. These sections are best
exposed along the quarry faces but can also be observed alorgdhe @ad and the Lingaun River.
This is a good example of steeply dipping Silurian slates, which arexpeked and easily accessed.

Site Importance

The disused slate quarries at Ahenny (Ormonde and Victoria) bese worked from the 14th
Century onward but were more extensively used in tffeCEhtury. The stone from here is known to
have been used in the construction of Kells Priory, Kells, CkeKily and the Ormonde Castle,
Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary. Ruined quarry buildings cantstilseen on both side of the Lingaun
River. Geologically it is a good place to observe exposedi&@iluock.This County Geological Site

is cross-county in that only parts of the site are in Kkenny (mainly the Ormonde Slate Quarry)
and the remainder is in Tipperary (mainly Victoria Slate Quarry).

Management/promotion issues

This site is privately owned and well maintained with theent addition of several stone sculptures,
made from the local slate in the Ormonde Slate Quarry Asethe whole site is located along the
east and west banks of the Lingaun River, in counties Kilkenny and Tjgerary, the site should be
considered in conjunction with Tipperary authorities in relation to promotion through support

for sculpture activities, industrial heritage/conservationissues or other local interest groups
Although this site is easily accessed, care should be tak#hese are a number of unprotected steep
guarry faces with deep ponds at their bases and according t® tloesd have been drownings in the
past. This site igot suitable for public promotion without first contacting the owners.

Left: Ormonde flooded quarry pit showing excellerposure of the Ahenny Formation looking east.
Right: Ormond: flooded warn pit showna exceller exposur of the Ahenny Formation looking we




Ahenny




