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1985Marble Arch Caves









Cuilcagh Mountain
Park

Internationally    
important geology, 
habitats and species.

1998





Environmental designations

� Special Area of Conservation
� Area of Special Scientific Interest
� Ramsar – International Wetland
� Environmentally Sensitive Area
� National Nature Reserves
� Proposed Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
� Natura 2000 site



Management Priorities

� Sustainable tourism

� Economic benefits

� Promoting Geology 

� Environmental protection 

� Countryside recreation

� Education & scientific research

























Monitoring

Climate
Hydrology
Erosion
Environment
Grazing pressures
Conservation
Visitor impact

















Marketing

 Publicity
 Advertising 
 Television
 Radio
 Events
 Market research
Quality control
Customer satisfaction
Word of mouth





2001
The first European Geopark in Northern Ireland 

and one of only 12 in all of Europe





Facts & Figures

• 50,000+ verifiedvisitors each  year

• 1.1 Million visitors since 1985

• From over 100 different countries





Some more facts & figures

•Smallest European Geopark at 1600 hectares but 
widely regarded as one of the strongest.

•Includes internationally important sites.

•Protected area - geodiverse, rare habitats.

•Located in a remote, peripheral region of Europe.

•Outside usual criteria for tourism success.

•The largest direct geoparkwork force.





2004
Shilin Stone Forest Global Geopark

China



Grant-aided projects



Visitor numbers to Marble Arch Caves 

up by 25% in 2006 compared to 2001.

NITB Visitor Attraction of the Year 2006.



2nd UNESCO
International Geoparks Conference

17 – 21st September 2006
Belfast, Northern Ireland



2007- expanded the geopark to ten times its 
original size creating more potential for 
sustainable geotourism.





















2008 
Proposed cross-border expansion of the
Geopark into Cavan
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