Minister Power launches Climate through Time

Volcanoes, deserts and tropical swamps 

Primary school students given lesson on Ireland’s climate through the ages

Caragh NS, Kildare; 27th March 2009 

Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources Seán Power TD today visited Caragh National School to launch the Climate through Time initiative. Produced to mark the International Year of Planet Earth, the initiative will educate primary school students as to the effect of historic climate changes in Ireland.

Students were presented with a Climate through Time map, as well as A-Z of Geology booklets which set out the changes in Ireland’s climate since prehistoric times. They also encourage students to seek to identify the evidence of these climatic changes which are still visible today.

Speaking at the event, Minister Power said, “This initiative is a great way of educating our children as to the effects of climate change. It’s interactive, it’s fun and it encourages them to get involved.

We’ve seen today that Ireland’s climate is delicate and changeable. The children today, were amazed to hear that in relatively short periods of time, Ireland went from being under water, to being covered in swamps and deserts. They were also delighted to learn that there was even a volcanic eruption here in Co. Kildare.

These changes demonstrate that we can’t take our climate for granted. While climates change on a cyclical basis, the rate of change that is now occurring is beyond the norm. This is as a result of our own actions.

We must all take responsibility. The Climate through Time initiative will not only instil in our children such a sense of responsibility but it will encourage them to feel an affinity for the planet and environment. This will be of huge importance for future generations.”

ENDS

The Climate through Time map was produced by the Geological Survey of Ireland in partnership with the Geological Survey of Northern Ireland. It will be circulated to schools throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland on behalf of the geological surveys. IT has been supported in Ireland by Discover Science and Engineering (Forfás) and the Association of Geography Teachers of Ireland.

Digital copies of the poster can be downloaded from www.gsi.ie and hard copies ordered from gsiship@gsi.ie or by phoning 01 6782868.

The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) is the national geological agency, responsible for meeting the changing needs of society for geoscience knowledge and advice. Its databases support environmental protection, natural resource development, heritage conservation, geoscience research and education.

