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Potential For GeotourismPotential For Geotourism

• Shared and very significant  landscape, geology, 
archaeology, built heritage, cultural heritage  and   
biodiversity  

• Central location between Dublin and Belfast with 
population growth, right along the east coast of Ireland 

• Ideally positioned as a focus for a flagship cross-border 
collaborative tourism project enhancing co-operation on 
the Island.

• Potential to attract visitors  more effectively than 
Gullion, Cooley, Mourne can do separately.  



The Way ForwardThe Way Forward

Application made to SEUPB  INTERREG IVa Tourism Application made to SEUPB  INTERREG IVa Tourism 
Programme (2008Programme (2008--2013) for five year Geotourism 2013) for five year Geotourism 
Activity Programme following the Geopark model, Activity Programme following the Geopark model, 
Value 2 million EuroValue 2 million Euro

three components:three components:
••Tourism and economic developmentTourism and economic development

••Conservation of geological, archaeological and other Conservation of geological, archaeological and other 
featuresfeatures

••Education, volunteering and awareness programmeEducation, volunteering and awareness programme



• Regeneration of South Armagh 
• Louth County Council
• Mourne Heritage Trust 
• Newry and Mourne District Council 
in association with

• Geological Survey of Ireland
• Geological Survey of Northern Ireland

Programme PromotersProgramme Promoters



ConsulteesConsultees
– Northern Ireland Tourist Board
– Dundalk Town Council 
– Down District Council 
– Banbridge District Council 
– Loughs Agency 
– Newry-Dundalk Joint Chambers of Commerce 
– Heritage Council
– Armagh Down Tourism
– East Border Region
– ICLRD (Newry and Mourne Twin City Strategy Group)
– Department of Foreign Affairs, Ireland
– Irish Farmers Association (IFA)
– Mourne Geology and Archaeology Group
– Northern Ireland Agricultural Producers Assn (NIAPA )
– Local Community



Where to NextWhere to Next
• Awaiting response from SEUPB in respect of 

INTERREG IVa application
• If application successful, implement in 2009,  

commencing with employment of  five staff phased in 
over two years.  Newry and Mourne District Council 
will be lead body.


