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Location



Introduction

South East Ireland, 
County Waterford
25kms of coastline, 
between Dungarvan 
and Tramore; 5 
communities with 
unique mining and 
geological heritage



Introduction

Ex-Knockmahon Church as
Copper Coast Centre and 

Community Facility. 
Sustainable heating options 
being actively considered.



General Administration

•Re-established new office at Knockmahon from 
Annestown.

• EGN Status renewed for 3 years, until 2011.

• New local geologist with experience in 
education recruited and employed by Geopark. 

• Local Management Team established
(community members)



General Administration

• Local accountant recruited 

• Agreement to twin with Johnson GeoCentre
Newfoundland

• Continue to play active role within EGN

• Ongoing activities have taken place (guided 
walks, EGN Week, courses etc).

•Pledge of good-will from the Director of WIT



Geopark Centre
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• Before and after purchase various architectural 
and engineering reports were commissioned.

•However, when scaffolding was placed on the 
outside, a major problem with the slates 
emerged.

• At some time they had iron screws inserted. 
Through rust expansion they had split the slates.

•Money for other developments had to be put 
aside for re-re-roofing. 



Church – Photos
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Geopark Centre
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Geopark Centre

Repairing wall inside and re-roofing.  



Geopark Centre
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Geopark Centre



Towards Sustainability
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• Remain a fragile flower

• Focus now on Funding and Management

• Study with Failte Ireland supported by GSI 
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Geopark Centre



Geopark Centre
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• Building being made useable

• Water and electricity being installed this 
week.

• Vestry will then become new CC office.

•Archaeological work completed to ensure 
no burial on site of extension.



Towards Sustainability
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• Ongoing support esp. GSI and WCoCo

• Supplementary grants received WCoCo and 
DoE&H

• Ongoing grant applications (Leader, Pobal, 
Heritage, BIM, INTERREG etc.)

• First Fundraising Event in Church (500 people 
attended Flower Show) photos follow.



Towards Sustainability
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Towards Sustainability
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Towards Sustainability
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Towards Sustainability
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• Halloween children’s event in new Centre with 
first distribution of “ Friends of the Copper 
Coast ” pamphlets.

• This will be repeated at European Xmas Market.

• Story-telling and memories of the church when 
still in service.

• High profile launch of  “Fr of CC” pamphlet 
beginning project on local genealogy, start of 
project to collect children’s games of the 1950s.

Forthcoming events



Contact details 

Tel : +353 (0)51 292828
info@coppercoastgeopark.com
www.coppercoastgeopark.com

Copper Coast Geopark
Knockmahon, Bunmahon, 

Co. Waterford, Ireland

Paula McCarthy



Thanks for the sustaining interest and support 
from GSI and Waterford County Council, and 
many others including you all for listening.


