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European Geoparks      European Geoparks      
launched by UNESCOlaunched by UNESCO



1. An area must be operating as a de facto 1. An area must be operating as a de facto geoparkgeopark
at the time of application.at the time of application.

2. A 2. A geoparkgeoparkmust have geology of international      must have geology of international      
and national importance that is professionally and national importance that is professionally 
interpreted.interpreted.

3. Geoparks must have effective management 3. Geoparks must have effective management 
structures  relating to sustainable development, structures  relating to sustainable development, 
the environment, science and education.the environment, science and education.

4. All 4. All geoparksgeoparksmust make a significant must make a significant 
contribution  to their regional economy through contribution  to their regional economy through 
sustainable tourism.sustainable tourism.

What is a UNESCO Geopark?What is a UNESCO Geopark?



5. 5. Becoming a Becoming a geoparkgeoparkis voluntary but all is voluntary but all 
geoparksgeoparksmust obey the rules.must obey the rules.

6. A 6. A geoparkgeoparkmust have longmust have long--term financial term financial 
stability.stability.

7.  Geoparks must play an active role in the7.  Geoparks must play an active role in the

life of the European Geoparks Network.life of the European Geoparks Network.

8.   Every 8.   Every geoparkgeoparkmust be inspected every must be inspected every 
four years.four years.

GreenGreen Yellow      Yellow      RedRed



20012001
The first European Geopark in the United KingdomThe first European Geopark in the United Kingdom



VulkaneifelVulkaneifelEuropean Geopark, GermanyEuropean Geopark, Germany



MaestrazgoMaestrazgoEuropean Geopark, SpainEuropean Geopark, Spain



Terra Vita European Geopark, GermanyTerra Vita European Geopark, Germany



Eisenwurzen European Geopark, AustriaEisenwurzen European Geopark, Austria



Madonie European Geopark, Sicily



2004        UNESCO Global Geoparks2004        UNESCO Global Geoparks



Shilin Stone Forest Global Geopark, China





Songshan Global Geopark, China







The Chinese connectionThe Chinese connection

�� China has 20% of the World China has 20% of the World 
population.population.

�� China will be in the top 2 or 3 China will be in the top 2 or 3 
outgoing tourism markets in outgoing tourism markets in 
next 10 years.next 10 years.

�� Chinese are already the biggest Chinese are already the biggest 
spending visitors to Europe.spending visitors to Europe.

�� Ireland and China signed a Ireland and China signed a 
formal tourism agreement in formal tourism agreement in 
2004.2004.

�� The Chinese are interested in The Chinese are interested in 
nature, golf and Irish musicnature, golf and Irish music..
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20052005

One millionth visitor toOne millionth visitor to
Marble Arch CavesMarble Arch Caves……....

…….. from Berlin, Baltimore or Brisbane ?.. from Berlin, Baltimore or Brisbane ?



20062006

22ndnd UNESCO International Geoparks ConferenceUNESCO International Geoparks Conference
held in Northern Irelandheld in Northern Ireland



Visitor numbers to Marble Arch Caves Visitor numbers to Marble Arch Caves 

up by 25% in 2006 compared to 2001.up by 25% in 2006 compared to 2001.

20062006

NITB Visitor Attraction of the Year.NITB Visitor Attraction of the Year.



2007 2007 

UNESCO approve 16,000 hectare extension of the GeoparkUNESCO approve 16,000 hectare extension of the Geopark

Cliffs of Magho, Lough Navar Forest



Benaughlin



Marlbank National Nature Reserve



White Island, Lower Lough Erne



Gortalughany Viewpoint



Knockmore



������ European Geoparks European Geoparks 
in in 

12 countries12 countries

20082008



Likely new Global GeoparksLikely new Global Geoparks

Argentina              Malaysia            Sri LankaArgentina              Malaysia            Sri Lanka
Australia               Malawi               TaiwanAustralia               Malawi               Taiwan
Brazil                    Mexico               TanzaniaBrazil                    Mexico               Tanzania
Canada                  Morocco  Canada                  Morocco  TurkeyTurkey
Chile                     Norway              USAChile                     Norway              USA
Czech Republic    Peru                    IrelandCzech Republic    Peru                    Ireland
Egypt                    Romania             Egypt                    Romania             
Finland                 RussiaFinland                 Russia
Great Britain        Saudi ArabiaGreat Britain        Saudi Arabia
India                     South AfricaIndia                     South Africa



September 2008September 2008
CrossCross--border expansion of the Geopark into Cavanborder expansion of the Geopark into Cavan



Clough Oughter CastleClough Oughter Castle



Moneygashel CashelMoneygashel Cashel



The The BurrenBurren



Tullydermot Falls



The Shannon PotThe Shannon Pot



�� The Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark is the first The Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark is the first 
international international geoparkgeoparkin the World.in the World.

�� High level of support within UNESCO and EGN High level of support within UNESCO and EGN 
given their high regard for MACGG and in light of given their high regard for MACGG and in light of 
recent turbulent Irish history.recent turbulent Irish history.

�� TheWorldTheWorld’’ ss first international first international geoparkgeoparkis likely to is likely to 
generate considerable interest from Overseas.generate considerable interest from Overseas.

�� A significant and complex challenge to be sustained A significant and complex challenge to be sustained 
on a long term basis on a long term basis –– 2011 revalidation is looming.2011 revalidation is looming.





Outline Development PlanOutline Development Plan

Future projects Future projects -- Funding opportunities Funding opportunities --Tourism benefitsTourism benefits

Access to the Countryside Access to the Countryside -- New & upgraded walking routesNew & upgraded walking routes

Tourism sites  Tourism sites  -- Visitor facilities Visitor facilities -- Motoring routes Motoring routes -- SignageSignage

Environmental education  Environmental education  -- Field study sites Field study sites -- InterpretationInterpretation

Scientific research Scientific research -- Sustainability  Sustainability  -- ConservationConservation

Marketing Marketing -- Events Events -- Promotional activity Promotional activity -- Threat analysisThreat analysis

Staffing requirements Staffing requirements -- Interaction with other organisationsInteraction with other organisations



Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark, IrelandMarble Arch Caves Global Geopark, Ireland
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