Richard Watson Geopark Manager
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TourisrmMarkeiing

Branding
Puolicity
Aclvertising
Television
Radio
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Geology
Climate
Fycrology
Agricultural impacts
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Wnat ls a UNESCO Geoparik?

L. An area must pe operating as a de fgeupark
e O e lp plicatior.

2.

Al ¢ yoorlmmu [ rnake & signl

A geoparnust nave geoIOJ/ of International
rlnrl chIEJOerlJ Irnportance inat is professionzally

-~ wd a

. Geoparks must nave effective meanagernerni
5£rucrl1rw fr‘]clUfJ [0 sustainable development,
(e environment, science and education,

flcant
coniripution to ineir regional econorny tnrougn
sustalnaole tourls.
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5. Becoming sgeopards voluntary out all
(eoparkgnust opey ine rules,

T ATggogErTiust nave lorderrm financial
20ty

1

5
/. Geoparrs must play an actlve role in ine

life of ine European Geoparrs Network.

Tl

)

S. Everygeoparknust pe Inspecied every
four years.

Green Yellow Red
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The first EUropearn Geopark in the United Kingdorr



VulkanelielEuropean Geopary, Germany



I, Spalr
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Terra Vita European Geopary, Gerrmer



Elsenwurzern eUropearn Geopary, Ausiria



Madonie European Geopark, Sicily



2004 UNESCO Glopal Geoparrs



Shilin Stone Forest Global Geopark, Chin















conneaecton

Cninea nas 20% of tne World
population.

Cnina will be iIntne top 2 or 3
outgolng tourisrn rnarkets in
next 10 years,

spending visiiors o Europe.
Ireland and Cnina signed a
formal tourism agreerment in
2004
The Chninese are interesied in
f .

neziilre, gol



2004



2005

One milllontn visitor to
e ore=NremrCaves. .

,,,,, frorn Berlin, Baltimore or Brispane ?



2009

24 UNESCO International Geoparks Coriferenc
nealcd in Nortnern Irelancd



2009

NITE Visitor Atiraction of the Year.

Visltor nurnoers to Marople Arcrn Caves

Lo oy 25% in 2006 cormpeared o 20
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UNESCO approve 16,000 1 sion of ine &#op
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Liropean Geopary



Liely new

ALlstralla

Brezll
Caneacla
Cnile
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of ine Geopary Into Cava
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Moneygasnel Casriel









Tne Snannon Pot



The Marole Arch ;aves Glopal Geopark Is ine fir
internationageopsardn ine World.
T,
Flign level of support within UNESCO and EGI
glver rrHr nign regrlrrl for MACGG and In lignt of
recent turoulent Irisn nisiory.

TheWorld siirst ]f][:‘ff]cl[]Of]cl.:J‘—‘OOf'lfKJJ liiely to
(eneraie consideraple interesi frorn Overseas.

A significant and complex cnallenge to ne sustalr
Or) & long terrmn pass /O_l_l revalidailon is loorning.






Utline Developrnent Plan

Q

Tourlsrn siies- Visitor facllities - Motoring rouies Signage

ltes Interpretation

2
u?

environmental educailon Fleld stucy

Sclentific researca Susiainanllity - Conservailorn

Merketing- evenis- Prormoilonal acivity Trireat analysis

Staffing requirermenisinteraction witn oiner organisaions
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Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark, Ireland




Flcnard Waitsor



