Developing European Geoparks in the Republic of Ireland
The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) has received some limited funding under the National Development Programme 2007 – 2013 to support initiatives in Geoheritage and Geoparks.    GSI wishes to apply some of this funding to provide financial support to groups in the Republic of Ireland, which are actively developing applications to the European Geoparks Network for designation as UNESCO supported “European” and “Global”  Geoparks. GSI intends that such financial support will be focussed upon acquisition and provision of appropriate professional geological expertise required to assist the development of such applications. The funding is available for the period up to the end of 2008 only.  

GSI accordingly invites applications for financial support which should be submitted to 

Dr. Patrick O’Connor

Assistant Director

Geological Survey of Ireland

Phone: 00 353 1 678 2731

Email: patrick.oconnor@gsi.ie
Further information may be sought from Dr. O’Connor; or from Dr. John Morris [01-678-2871; john.morris@gsi.ie]

The following Selection Criteria will apply to all applications:

1. Does the proposed area/territory contain features of unique, international or national geological heritage value?

2. Is there an extensive geo-scientific literature on the area?

3. Does the proposed area have outstanding scenery/landscape?
4. What ongoing financial commitment to the sustainability of the Geopark is available/committed from current and/or prospective partners?

5. Is there a Geopark Management Committee in existence and for how long?

6. What buildings/capital assets are in place or to be built for Geopark use?

7. Is there a business plan in place? (copy of plan)

8. Is the area operating as a de facto Geopark already?

9. How will the applicant apply financial support provided by GSI?
The level of financial support offered will be at the sole discretion of the Assessment Panel appointed by GSI.  This panel will include a nominee of the Geological Survey of Northern Ireland. 
The Closing Date for Applications is 17.00 on Wednesday 12 September 2007.

