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Important Notice

This Request for Tenderers (or “RFT”) has been prepared for the purpose of providing information to Tenderers participating in the Geological Survey of Ireland’s (GSI) Supply of Services tender. In no circumstances shall the GSI, its advisers, consultants, contractors, servants and/or agents incur any liability arising out of or in respect of the issue of this RFT, or the tender procedure. 
This RFT is being made available by the GSI to the Tenderers on the terms set out in this RFT.  This RFT is not being distributed to the public nor has it been filed, registered or approved in any jurisdiction.  Its possession or use in any manner contrary to any applicable law is expressly prohibited.  Tenderers shall inform themselves concerning, and shall observe, any applicable legal requirements.

This RFT is a summary of available information and no reliance shall be placed on any information or statements contained in this RFT, and no representation or warranty, express or implied, is or will be made in relation to such information and no liability is or will be accepted by the GSI, its advisers, consultants, contractors, servants and/or agents in relation to the accuracy, adequacy or completeness of such information or statements made nor shall it be assumed that such information or statements will remain unchanged.

The information contained in this RFT does not purport to be comprehensive nor to have been independently verified. Nothing in this RFT shall be construed as legal, financial or tax advice.

The GSI reserves the right to amend this RFT and any information contained herein at any time by notice, in writing, to the Tenderers.

1 Introduction and Tendering Procedure

1.1 Brief Description of the Geological Survey of Ireland

Founded in 1845, the Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) is the Irish National Earth Science Agency. It is responsible for providing geological advice and information, and for the acquisition of data for this purpose. GSI produces a range of products including maps, reports and databases and acts as a knowledge centre and project partner in all aspects of Irish geology.

The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) is a division in the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR). The Geological Survey of Ireland has about 60 multi-disciplinary staff.

Examples of areas of Activity for the GSI

· Minerals – aggregate potential mapping

· Regional permeability mapping for Groundwater protection schemes.

· Geourban  mapping

· Geohazards mapping

· Geoheritage – development of Geoparks.

· Mapping Programmes – for Bedrock and Quaternary.

· Marine – seabed mapping

· Support for renewable energy development 
1.2
Invitation to tender

Interested parties are invited to tender for the supply of a Sonic Drilling Rig truck mounted as detailed in Section 2.  It is the intention that the Sonic Drilling Rig be capable of penetrating the overburden in support and reaching bedrock in support of GSI Quaternary and Groundwater programmes. The Sonic Drilling Rig should be capable of drilling all unconsolidated and cemented Quaternary deposits in Ireland. 
Quaternary deposits in Ireland are among the most difficult encountered anywhere in the world. The Sonic Drilling Rig must be capable of obtaining undisturbed samples from all overburden formations. These will include silts, clays, sands and gravels, consolidated and cemented tills, and very large boulders. The Rig will be required to penetrate all overburden formations up to a depth of 100 metres and prove Bedrock by several metres. 

See below a standard log profile on Quaternary sediments in Ireland:
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2 Summary of Requirements 

The GSI invites tenders from qualified organisations to supply a Sonic Drilling Rig, mounted on a track truck for road and off the road capability.
	SPECIFICATION:



	1. The Sonic Drilling Rig must be capable of drilling through 100 metres of consolidated overburden and prove bedrock.

	2. Must be capable of going through a sequence in the overburden which has gravel and boulder clays and penetrate the bedrock.

	3. Must produce an undisturbed sample from the profile drilled, so that the overburden can be examined and sampled.

	

	

	4. Complete Sonic Drilling Rig must be capable of sonic and rotary coring with speeds to drive modern coring equipment and obtain constant or variable sampling of 70mm minimum diameter to depths of up to 100metres. This equipment must be friendly to the environment.

	5. Rig to be mounted on a mobile all terrain vehicle

	6. Truck must hold large storage tank for water.

	7. Storage racks required on truck for rods and casing

	8. Sonic Head capable of driving a full string to a depth of 100metres both sonic and rotary to retrieve both overburden and bedrock core samples.

	9. Telescopic Mast capable of dealing with 3m rods and casing, with capability of drilling angled holes.

	10. Sample extraction at constant or variable depths.

	11. Mechanical rod handling.

	12. Complete string set of rods, casing , core-barrel, drill heads and diamond head bits ( for 100 metres) all relevant subs and tools and spares necessary to run the operation

	13. Any safety equipment required for the operation. 

	14. Adequate tool boxes where necessary

	15. Training and instructions for Drillers (with all relevant manuals) 

	

	16. It is a requirement that all products and services under this tender will be delivered to the GSI not later that 12.00noon utc/gmt on the 9th December 2008

	

	


3 Tender process

 Each tender will be evaluated separately. All tenders should indicate appropriate timelines and milestones for delivery of the complete Sonic Drilling Rig mounted truck mounted.
Any contract that may be entered into will be specified by the GSI.

Tenderers should provide any other information which may be relevant to their proposal.

This contract is subject to overall budget limitations.

3.1 Schedule of Costs

All costs must be quoted in Euro (EUR) exclusive of VAT. The overall price must be the best and final offer for the award of the contract. The schedule must take the following format:

Total Cost of the Tender
Total cost of tender should be entered in Form of Tender (see Appendix B).

Detailed Costs

An itemised breakdown of the cost of the service and of any options being proposed beyond the minimum specification, including the applicable rate of VAT in respect of each product and service being proposed, should be shown separately.

Details of any other costs, taxes or duties which may be incurred must be provided.

Details of any discounts which may apply must be provided.

Tenderers must confirm that the tender holds good for 60 days after the closing date for

receipt of tenders.

3.2 Query Handling

Any queries relating to factual or procedural matters concerning this document should be addressed to:



Clive Murray
Central Technical Services

The Geological Survey of Ireland

Beggars Bush

Haddington Road.

Dublin 4

Ireland

Tel: 
+353 (0)1 6782855  ( mobile phone 087 2563493 )
Fax: 
+353 (0)1 6782000
Email:clive.murray@gsi.ie 

Please mark all written correspondence with the subject reference RFT08/CTS02
Requests for individual meetings will not be entertained.

Queries will also be dealt with through the eTenders procurement website http://www.etenders.gov.ie/
3.3 Invalidation of Tender

Tenderers are required to comply in all respects with these Instructions to Tenderers when preparing their Tenders.  Tenderers’ particular attention is drawn to the fact that non-compliance with such instructions may, and in stated circumstances shall, invalidate their Tender.

3.4  Presentation of Tender 

Three (3) copies of the tender in a sealed envelope marked RFT08/CTS02 and addressed for the attention of:

Clive Murray
Central Technical Services

The Geological Survey of Ireland

Beggars Bush

Haddington Road

Dublin 4

Ireland

Documents must be delivered to the above address not later than 12h00 (noon) UTC/GMT on 25th August, 2008.
The name and address of the company tendering should appear on the top left corner of the envelopes. 

Digital tenders will be accepted through the E-tenders site. http://www.etenders.gov.ie/
Tenderers may submit more than one tender.
Tenders which are delivered late or by facsimile transmission or e-mail will not be considered.

In the event that a tenderer does not submit in full the documentation required, no further consideration will be given to such tender if the Geological Survey of Ireland so decides in its absolute decision. 

3. 5 
General Conditions of Tender     

Tenders should be prepared in English or Irish and are subject to the following:

3.5. 1 
This Request for Tender shall form part of the contract documents. The contract will not be concluded / take effect until 14 days after unsuccessful tenderers have been notified of the result of this tendering procedure 

 3.5. 2
 The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources will use its best efforts to hold confidential any information provided by tenderers subject to their obligation under law, including the Freedom of Information Act which came into force on 21 April, 1998.  Tenderers should indicate when tendering, what parts of their tenders are commercially sensitive and which they consider should be kept confidential should an FOI request be received.  The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources will consult with tenderers about any such sensitive information before making a decision on any FOI request received.  Similarly, the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources requires that all information provided pursuant to this invitation to tender will be treated in strict confidence by tenderers.

3.5. 3 
Tenderers should be aware that national applies in other matters such as Official Secrets, Data Protection and Health and Safety, and .Environment (see Appendix C)
3.5. 4
Tenderers must have regard to statutory terms relating to minimum pay and to legally binding industrial or sectoral agreements in preparing tenders.
 3.5. 5 
Information supplied by tenderers will be treated as contractually binding. However, the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources reserves the right to seek clarification or verification of any such information.

 3.5. 6 
Any conflicts of interest involving a tenderer must be fully disclosed to the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources particularly where there is a conflict of interest in relation to any recommendations or proposals put forward by the tenderer.

Any registerable interest involving the tenderer and the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, members of the Government, members of the Oireachtas or their relatives must be fully disclosed in the response to this RFT, or should be communicated to the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources immediately upon such information becoming known to the tenderer, in the event of this information only coming to their notice after the submission of a bid and prior to the award of the contract.  The terms 'registerable interest' and 'relative' shall be interpreted as per section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Act, 1994.

 3.5. 7 
Before a contract is awarded the successful tenderer (and agent, where appropriate) will be required to promptly produce a Tax Clearance Certificate, or in the case of a non-resident tenderer, a statement from the Revenue Commissioners confirming suitability on tax grounds. Non-residents should contact the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, Revenue Residence Section, Government Offices, Nenagh Co. Tipperary.  In addition, contractors must retain records of tax reference numbers for any subcontractors where payments exceed €650 (incl. VAT).  

Tenderers should note that the provisions of Department of Finance Circular 22/95 apply and the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources may require sight of Tax Clearance Certificates for any subcontractor where payments exceed €2,600. Forms are attainable from the following address: Office of the Revenue Commissioners, Sarsfield House, Limerick. Where a Tax Clearance Certificate expires within the course of the contract, the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources reserves the right to seek a renewed certificate.  All payments under the contract will be conditional on the contractor(s) being in possession of a valid certificate at all times. 

 3.5. 8 
In the event of a group of respondents jointly submitting an acceptable offer, the contract will be awarded by the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources to one contractor who acts as the agreed prime contractor. The prime contractor is responsible for the delivery of all equipment and services provided for under the terms of the contract and shall assume all the duties, responsibilities and costs associated with the position of prime contractor. 

(a) The successful tenderer shall be responsible for the delivery of all equipment and services provided for within the contract on the basis of a fixed price agreement set at the beginning of the contract. Prices quoted in the tender cannot be increased during the currency of the tender. Similarly, terms and conditions cannot be altered. 

(b) The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources retains the right to withhold payment where a contractor has failed to meet his/her contractual obligations in relation to the delivery of services to an acceptable level of quality.

 3.5. 9 
The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources will not be liable in respect of any costs incurred by tenderers in the preparation of tenders or any associated work effort. 

 3.5. 10 
Responses to this RFT will be evaluated in their own right.  No recognition will be given to information previously submitted.

 3.5. 11 
The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources is not bound to accept the lowest or any tender submitted.

  3.5. 12 
Tenders must be completed in accordance with the format specified in Section 4. Tenders which are incomplete will not be evaluated. 
3.5. 13    Under EU Public Procurement Directives the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources is required to publish a Contract Award Notice in the OJEU containing certain information, including the name of the successful tenderer, relating to the award of this contract.

3.7
Visit 

Tenderers must confirm that they are agreeable to a visit to their premises by representatives of the Geological Survey of Ireland as part of the tender evaluation process, should the Geological Survey of Ireland deem it necessary for the purpose of evaluating tenders.

4 Format of Tender

4.1 General Information: 


 The following must be supplied:

Name, address, telephone number, e-mail address and fax number of tenderer.

a) Name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of any third parties involved in tender.

b) Confirmation of acceptance by the tenderer and any third parties of the conditions of tender described in Section 5 of the invitation to tender.

c) Details of previous experience of the supplier in providing equipment as specified in Section 2 and the type of project specified at 2 and section 1 

d) Details of relevant reference sites where similar equipment has been supplied.

e) An appropriate financial profile for the last three years must be provided including, in the case of corporate entities, independently audited accounts. Where a tenderer is trading for less than three years accounts for each year of trading must be provided.
4.2  Proposals

Textual response on a point by point basis outlining how the requirements specified in section 2, and the requirements in 3 will be met.

Such response to include a statement of the minimum skillsets and training that any individual using the equipment proposed under the contact will have.

4.3 Warranties, Maintenance, Support Services, Supplies

Tenderers must confirm that the level, extent and nature of the maintenance and support requirements including any associated warranties described in Section 2 of this document will be fully met. Where this support and or supplies would be provided by a third party, the name, address and telephone number of such party must be disclosed.

4.4. Schedule of Costs 

4.4.1.All costs must be quoted in euro (€), exclusive of VAT and the schedule must take the following format:

4.4.2.Individual cost figures should be provided for each of the following

· Cost of provision of Sonic Drilling Rig

· Cost of provision of optional Extras,

· Cost of supplies and parts

· Cost of delivery to GSI offices, Beggars Bush, Haddington Road, Dublin, Ireland

· Details of maintenance and support costs

· Details of installation costs including delivery, commissioning, knowledge transfer, any training, etc

4.4.3 Confirm that the tender holds good for 90 days after the closing date for receipt of tenders. 

4.4.4.Indicate the applicable rate of VAT in respect of each of the services being proposed.

4.4.5.Give details of any other costs, taxes or duties which may be incurred. Any licensing costs associated with any part of the proposal should be clearly identified. Proposals should clearly indicate any discounts to which the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources would be entitled, including public sector discounts and any other discounts.

4.5 Contract 

A contract will be concluded with the tenderer whose tender is deemed to be the most economically advantageous subject to agreement on conditions of contract. 

Please note the following:

a) Any terms and conditions in the proposed contract does not imply acceptance by the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

b) All works carried out shall be governed by the Laws of Ireland and subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Courts of Ireland.

c) The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources may cancel the tender process at any time prior to a contract being entered into.
Other information.


Tenderers should provide details of their proposed transition arrangements with the existing contract. Tenderers should provide any other information which may be relevant to this proposal.

5 Evaluation of Tenders and Award Criteria 

Tenders will be initially evaluated by reference to the following qualitative selection criteria:

(a) Completeness of tender documentation as specified in Section 3 of this document,

and

(b) Stated ability of the tenderer to meet all the minimum requirements specified in Section 2 and 3 of this document.

Note: only tenders which meet both of the above qualifying criteria shall be eligible for inclusion in the award process.

The contract shall be awarded from the qualifying tenders on the basis of the most

competitive tender, applying the following award criteria:

	Award Criteria
	Score

	Total cost of delivering full sonic drilling package as specified excluding supplementary equipment
	30

	Rod handling capability
	15

	Manoeuvrability of mounted vehicle
	20

	Specified delivery date.
	20

	Suitability of Tender to meet all other requirements
	15

	
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	100


Tenderers will need to achieve a minimum value of 40% in each of the items above. 

The Geological Survey of Ireland does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any tender and will not pay any compensation whatsoever in connection therewith.  It reserves the right to reject in whole or in part any or all tenders received.

APPENDIX A:  ARTICLE 45 OF EU DIRECTIVE 2004/18/EC
Personal situation of the candidate or tenderer

1. Any candidate or tenderer who has been the subject of a conviction by definitive judgment of which the contracting authority is aware for one or more of the reasons listed below shall be excluded from participation in a public contract:

(a) participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2(1) of Council Joint

Action 98/733/JHA;

(b) corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Council Act of 26 May 1997  and Article 3(1) of Council Joint Action 98/742/JHA  respectively;

(c) fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention relating to the protection of the financial interests of the European Communities;

(d) money laundering, as defined in Article 1 of Council Directive 91/308/EEC of 10 June 1991 on prevention of the use of the financial system for the purpose of money laundering.

Member States shall specify, in accordance with their national law and having regard for Community law, the implementing conditions for this paragraph. They may provide for a derogation from the requirement referred to in the first subparagraph for overriding requirements in the general interest.

For the purposes of this paragraph, the contracting authorities shall, where appropriate, ask candidates or tenderers to supply the documents referred to in paragraph 3 and may, where they have doubts concerning the personal situation of such candidates or tenderers, also apply to the competent authorities to obtain any information they consider necessary on the personal situation of the candidates or tenderers concerned. Where the information concerns a candidate or tenderer established in a State other than that of the contracting authority, the contracting authority may seek the cooperation of the competent authorities. Having regard for the national laws of the Member State where the candidates or tenderers are established, such requests shall relate to legal and/or natural persons, including, if appropriate, company directors and any person having powers of representation, decision or control in respect of the candidate or tenderer.

2. Any economic operator may be excluded from participation in a contract who:

(a) is bankrupt or is being wound up, whose affairs are being administered by the court, who has entered into an arrangement with creditors, who has suspended business activities or who is in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations;

(b) is the subject of proceedings for a declaration of bankruptcy, for an order for compulsory winding up or administration by the court or of an arrangement with creditors or of any other similar proceedings under national laws and regulations;

(c) has been convicted by a judgment which has the force of res judicata in accordance with the legal provisions of the country of any offence concerning his professional conduct;

(d) has been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which the contracting authorities can demonstrate;

(e) has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which he is established or with those of the country of the contracting authority;

(f) has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which he is established or with those of the country of the contracting authority;

(g) is guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the information required under this Section or has not supplied such information.

Member States shall specify, in accordance with their national law and having regard for Community law, the implementing conditions for this paragraph.

3. Contracting authorities shall accept the following as sufficient evidence that none of the cases specified in paragraphs 1 or 2(a), (b), (c), (e) or (f) applies to the economic operator:

(a) as regards paragraphs 1 and 2(a), (b) and (c), the production of an extract from the "judicial record" or, failing that, of an equivalent document issued by a competent judicial or administrative authority in the country of origin or the country whence that person comes showing that these requirements have been met;

(b) as regards paragraph 2(e) and (f), a certificate issued by the competent authority in the Member State concerned.

Where the country in question does not issue such documents or certificates, or where these do not cover all the cases specified in paragraphs 1 and 2(a), (b) and (c), they may be replaced by a declaration on oath or, in Member States where there is no provision for declarations on oath, by a solemn declaration made by the person concerned before a competent judicial or administrative authority, a notary or a competent professional or trade body, in the country of origin or in the country whence that person comes.

4. Member States shall designate the authorities and bodies competent to issue the documents,

certificates or declarations referred to in paragraph 3 and shall inform the Commission thereof. Such notification shall be without prejudice to data protection law.

APPENDIX B:
FORM OF TENDER
Short Description of the Commission: Supply a Sonic Drilling Rig mounted on a truck – track vehicle capable of drilling 100 metres of hard tills and difficult overburden and prove bedrock. 
All documentation, offerings and quotes in connection with:  RFT08/CTS02
TO: MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS, ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Sir,

Having examined and in conformity with the Tender Document for the above mentioned Sonic Drilling Rig mounted on a truck – track vehicle, capable of drilling 100 metres of hard tills and difficult overburden and prove bedrock.
We offer the following quote:

	Sum in figures Excluding VAT
	€

	Sum in Writing Excluding VAT
	----------------------------------

	Amount of VAT in figures
	€

	Amount of VAT in writing
	----------------------------------

	Sum in figures Including VAT
	€

	Sum in Writing Including VAT
	----------------------------------


We undertake to complete and deliver the whole of the Works specified in the Contract within the

time stated.

Unless and until a formal Agreement is prepared and executed this Tender, together with your

written acceptance thereof, shall constitute a binding Contract between us.

We understand that you are not bound to accept the lowest or any tender you may receive.

We are, Sir,

Yours faithfully

SIGNATURE: ...........................................................................................................................

ADDRESS: …. .........................................................................................................................

….............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

DATE: .....…….........................................................................................................................
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