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The Burren and Cliffs of Moher:
Aspirant Geopark




Spectacular cliffs, 214 metres at highest point, over 8 km long, displaying
layers of cyclothem exposures of upper Carboniferous Namurian sedimentary
flagstone, sandstone and shales. Home to a major colony of sea birds,
designated under EU directives, the Cliffs of Moher is an important
international habitat, as well as the most visited natural attraction in Ireland,
attracting over a million visitors a year.




250 sq, km of a strangely beautiful ‘lunar’ landscape, formed in the equatorial
seas of the Carboniferous period, some 340 million years ago. Tectonic forces,
acid rain and glaciation have combined to shape a Karst landscape of
pavements, caves, turloughs, dolines, drumlins, and erratics. Most of the
Burren is protected under legislation as a SAC.
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Terraced Hills



A fertile rock; its thin rendzina soil producing a profusion and
diversity of flora.



The Burren contains over 70% of Ireland’s native plant species,
embellished with species of Artic, Alpine and Mediterranean
origin.






Such floral diversity provides food and shelter for 70 species of
land snail, most of Ireland’s 30 native butterfly species and
over a 100 species of birds. Squirrels, stoats, pine martins,
foxes and hares are common.



Feral goats are the kings of the Burren, once farmed, they now
run wild. While many are modern breeds, some rare breeds of

old Irish goat are also found.



The biodiversity reflects generations of farming practices; the
limestone encourages wintertime grazing, and thanks to the

rugged terrain there is minimal use of fertilisers, chemicals and
machinery



Traditional farming practices are under threat, this will in turn
affect the biodiversity, and archaeology of the Burren. REPS
can help, as will the Burren Life project, if allowed to continue.



The story of farming in the Burren spans almost 6,000 years.
The remnants of these people populate the landscape, creating
‘one vast memorial to bygone culture’.



Poulnabrone; a national icon, over 5,000 years old.



The Burren has over 80 megalithic tombs, that we know of,
indicating a prosperous and well organised community and
economy.



All periods of history are well represented in buildings, walls,

roads, burial grounds, holy wells, trees, field names, etc, and

the remnants of ancient traditions continue to live in local
memory.



The Burren contains 5 areas of priority habitats in EU Habitats
Directive; Limestone Pavements, Orchid-rich Calcareous
grasslands, Turloughs, Cladium Fens and Petrifying Springs



The Burren is a living landscape, with over 5,000 inhabitants.
Their needs must be balanced with the desire to protect the
landscape for future generations. Tourism revenue is important
to these communities; its impact has to be managed.



Education programmes in geology already exists in the Burren;
the Burren Outdoor Education centre was set up by the VEC in

the 1980’s and continues to be a very successful venture.



The landscape is well utilised as an outdoor
classroom.



Fun activities also help teach an appreciation of
geology.



The Burren Centre, Kilfenora, is a local Co-Op and has been
attracting steadily increasing visitor numbers each year. It has
upgraded its exhibits, including a section on Geology.






The Cliffs of Moher Visitor Center opened a year ago, with high
guality facilities and an extensive display on geology.






Burren Beo

 Burren Beo Website and Information Leaflets contain
accessible information on the Geology of the Burren

 Burren Beo Eco Beo Multimedia Education programme,
developed for National Schools, contains modules on
Geology



Burren Life

* Provides information and access to specialists for farmers in
the programme on all aspects of Burren Heritage, including
Geology

* Organise evening lectures on various topics, including
landscape and geology



The Burren Connect Project

* Funded the roll out of the educational programme developed
by BurrenBeo to 8 National Schools in the Burren. We have
applied for further funding for 8 more schools.

 Developed and funded an educational programme on
Fanore Dunes with Lisdoonvarna Secondary School and
Fanore National School.

« Commissioned a Geology Trails report, will implement the
development of these trails this year.

« Commissioned a feasibility study on the development of
Farmer led Farm Tours, including training on geology.

« Producing a guide and Information/Training CD, with
sections on Geology

» Installed 9 information points at centres in the Burren, with
web site information, maps and publications on the Geology
of the Burren.



Geopark Geologist

 GSI, Clare Co. Council and Shannon Development are
providing funds and support for the employment of a
Geologist to assist in the preparation of an application for
Geopark status.

 Advertised this week.



Duties of the Geologist

 Develop and document a comprehensive Geopark
Application Dossier for submission to UNESCO through the
European Geoparks Network.

« Develop arange of attractive literature and signage on
walking/touring routes linking sites of geological interest
throughout the region.

« Organise educational tours, seminars, workshops for 2nd
and 3rd level groups and explore residential opportunities for
field courses linked to curricula.

 Integrate and organise activities/displays/events at visitor
centres at Cliffs of Moher and Kilfenora into the annual
Geopark Programme.

« Promote and gain recognition for the region at national and
international level as an emerging Geopark through
attendance/contribution to Geopark conferences.



Duties continued

 Assistin the development of a dynamic interactive website
promoting the Geopark and activities for visitors.

» Assist with the editing and production of a publication on the
Geology of Co. Clare, in association with the Heritage Office,
Clare County Council.

» Liaise with the Heritage Office, Clare Co. Council in the
development of a Geology Awareness Strategy for the
County Heritage Plan 2008-2013.

» Assist with applications for further funding support at
national/EU level.

* Liaise with all stakeholders in an effective manner.






